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GALLERY 05

rato Machhendranath

procession

Panel P 05-03: The Rato Machhendranath festival
Photographs April 2012
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GALLERY 05

The image in the Rato Machhendranath Temple may just look like a crudely carved piece of red-painted 
wood, but each year during the Rato Machhendranath Festival celebrations it’s paraded around the 
town on a temple chariot during the valley’s most spectacular festival. Machhendranath is considered 
to have great powers over rain and, since the monsoon is approaching at this time, this festival is an 
essential plea for good rain.

As in Kathmandu, the Rato Machhendranath festival consists of a day-by-day chariot procession 
through the streets of the old town, but here it takes a full month to move the chariot from the 
Phulchowk area - where the image is installed in the chariot - to Jawlakhel, where the chariot is 
dismantled.

The main chariot is accompanied for most of its journey by a smaller chariot, which contains the image 
of Rato Machhendranath’s companion, which normally resides in the nearby Minanath Temple.
The highlight of the festival is the Bhoto Jatra, or showing of the sacred vest. Machhendranath was 
entrusted with the jewelled vest after there was a dispute over its ownership. The vest is displayed three 
times in order to give the owner the chance to claim it - although this does not actually happen. The 
king of Nepal used to attend this ceremony, which is also a national holiday.

From Jawlakhel, Rato Machhendranath does not return to his Patan temple, but rather is conveyed on 
a khat (palanquin) to his second home in the village of Bungamati, 6km to the south, where he spends 
the next six months of the year.

Showcase P 05-01: The Rato Machhendranath model
Drawing and Photo by Niels Gutschow
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ELECTRICAL PLANS GROUND FLOOR
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ELECTRICAL PLANS 1ST FLOOR
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COST ESTIMATE 

BUDGET SUMMARY

1  CIVIL WORKS (INTERIORS) 1,426,540

2  MUSEUM INSTALLATIONS 2,545,000

3  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES (LOCAL) 660,000

4  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES (INTERNATIONAL) 600,000

GRAND TOTAL: 5,231,540

MUSEUM OF ARCHITECTURE AND RITUAL

preliminary cost estimate May 15, 2012

1  CIVIL WORKS (INTERIORS)

quantity unit unit cost
interior finishes

floor built-up of ordinary brick & lime mortar 248 m2 1,080 267,840
telia tile floor 248 m2 1,800 446,400
tile oil & wax  finish 248 m2 100 24,800

mud plaster 2 coats 550 m2 900 495,000
paint 550 m2 350 192,500

CIVIL WORKS  TOTAL: 1,426,540

2  MUSEUM INSTALLATIONS

general electrification

meter panel 3-phase 1 ls 20,000 20,000
main line from meter to main DB: 70 meters 70 m 1,200 84,000
1 main and 5 sub DBs incl. 5 MCBs each 6 pcs 15,000 90,000
lines to sub-DBs 130 m 600 78,000

ground floor:
GF switches 18 pcs 500 9,000
ceiling light points 30 pcs 800 24,000

first floor:
relais switching system 1 ls 5,000 5,000
ceiling and track light points 25 pcs 800 20,000

330,000
lighting system

tracks gallery 00 11 meters
tracks dalan east 4 meters
tracks gallery 01 36 meters
tracks gallery 02 17 meters
tracks gallery 03 27 meters
tracks gallery 04 4 meters
tracks gallery 05 32 meters
tracks gallery 06 4 meters

total: 135 meters 1,200 162,000
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spots gallery 00 14 pcs
spots gallery 01 30 pcs
spots gallery 02 10 pcs
spots gallery 03 18 pcs
spots gallery 04 8 pcs
spots gallery 05 20 pcs
spots gallery 06 10 pcs

total: 110 pcs 2,000 220,000

wall washers 10 pcs 5,000 50,000
emergency exit signs 10 pcs 2,000 20,000
courtyard lighting 4 pcs 4,000 16,000
back facade ligthing 2 pcs 4,000 8,000

476,000

framed flat exhibits

gallery 00 wall panels (ply wood) 14 m 2,500 35,000
gallery 00 documentation framed 70 x 120 12 pcs 7,000 84,000
2 sign boards 50 x 50 2 pcs 2,000 4,000

galleries 1-6 general frames 70 x 50 10 pcs 4,000 40,000
galleries 1-6 general frames 70 x 120 25 pcs 7,000 175,000
galleries 1-6 general frames 100 x 120 2 pcs 10,000 20,000

custom frame 160 x 160 1 pcs 15,000 15,000
custom frame 100 x 450 1 pcs 30,000 30,000
custom frame 200 x 160 1 pcs 18,000 18,000
custom frame 120 x 105 1 pcs 10,000 18,000
custom frame 130 x 100 1 pcs 10,000 18,000

labels varying 25 pcs 1,200 30,000
gallery labels/banners varying 10 pcs 2,500 25,000

512,000

showcases

Gal 1 model of temple 1 pc 40,000 40,000
Gal 2 spout of Tusha Hiti 1 pc 40,000 40,000
Gal 3 figurines 1 pc 50,000 50,000
Gal 4 ritual objects 2 pcs 30,000 60,000
Gal 5 model of Machhendranath 1 pc 50,000 50,000

240,000

object installation

Gal 1 sulima struts 2 pcs 5,000 10,000
Gal 1 Sulima toran 1 pc 5,000 5,000
Gal 1 Gayahbajya window 1 pc 25,000 25,000
Gal 4 altar 1 pc 10,000 10,000

50,000
miscellaneous

printing and mounting of drawings and panels 50 m2 2,500 125,000

museum brochure 5000 pcs 20 100,000
guest book 1 pc 3,000 3,000

228,000

media equipment

computer 1 pcs 50,000 50,000
flat screen 1 pcs 40,000 40,000
DVD player 1 pcs 8,000 8,000
projector 1 pcs 90,000 90,000
projection screen 1 pcs 30,000 30,000
professional audio system 1 pcs 24,000 24,000
UPS system 1 pcs 25,000 25,000

267,000

resource library & archive

steel flat files 4 pcs 18,500 74,000
storage cabinets 4 pcs 12,000 48,000
work tables 4 pcs 10,000 40,000
shelves 4 pcs 10,000 40,000
chairs 20 pcs 3,000 60,000
computer workstations with peripherals 2 pcs 90,000 180,000

442,000

 MUSEUM INSTALLATIONS  TOTAL: 2,545,000

3  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES (LOCAL)

curator 2 M/M 100,000 200,000
english editor 1 M/M 100,000 100,000
graphic designer 2 M/M 100,000 200,000
fabricators, installers 4 M/M 40,000 160,000

 TOTAL: 660,000

4  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES (INTERNATIONAL)

international curator 30 days 20,000 600,000

 TOTAL: 600,000
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